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sensitivity to variations in particle size 
distributions of small samples. 

Soft limes have been a problem as they 
fragment when stirred, and are likely to dissolve 
more rapidly in the tests than would be the case 
in the soil, particularly where cultivation is 
minimal. Therefore, in order to compare lime 
reactivity in undisturbed conditions, leaching 
experiments are being used to examine the 
effect of lime particle size, rate and type, and 
crop residues on the downward movement of 
alkalinity through the soil profile. 

Six limes from Western Australia are being 
tested, including the lime used in field trials, 
and these results will be compared with the 

field data. Reference to the calcitic lime from 
the New South Wales research has also been 
included, as it will enable the results on lime 
movement to be linked with other published 
research on lime particle size. 

The results from this experiment will be 
available early in 2002. 
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Stockpiled lime. 
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