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Ascochyta -
Lessons to learn

The Eastern States of Australia
experienced the devastating
effects of ascochyta blight in
chickpeas one year before it
reached Western Australia.
Western Australian farmers
can learn about ascochyta
{management techniques from
the successful ten-point plan
managed by John Slatter of
Pulse Australia.

The plan emphasised to grow-
ers that prevention is defi-
nitely better than cure and de-
livered results beyond expec-
tations.

Some key points were:

e Do not plant adjacent to last
year’s chickpea paddocks.

e Do not use seed from pad-
docks known to be infected
with ascochyta.

e Treat all seed properly with
P-Pickel T.

e Delay plantings to the later
stage of the recommended
chickpea planting window.

e Apply a prophylactic fungi-
cide 6 weeks after sowing.

e Continue spray programme
on a 2-3 week schedule, apply
prior to forecast rain.

It is important to remember
that ascochyta can be man-
aged through a combination
of clean seed, farm hygiene,
sowing time and timely fungi-
cide applications.

Herbicide Resistance -
what’s in store?

David Pannell and Vanessa
Stewart, University of Western
Australia
For many crop producers in
WA, herbicide resistance is no
longer a threat, but a reality.
While only a minority of WA
farmers have serious resis-
tance problems now, the

number is growing steadily.
While the immediate threat to
growers is still ryegrass resis-
tance to selective herbicides,
there are two other threats on
the horizon; wild radish resis-
tance to selectives and rye-
grass resistance to glyphosate.
While radish resistance is in-
creasingly being reported,
glyphosate-resistant ryegrass
is still very rare.

Nevertheless, it is only a mat-
ter of time, or number of her-
bicide applications, before
glyphosate-resistance be-
comes a serious threat.

For the main types of resis-
tance, there is no reason to
expect that the level of resis-
tance in a paddock will di-
minish, even if herbicides are

John Slatter - Pulse Australia

no longer applied.

Vanessa Stewart and
David Pannell - UWA

To avoid these potential
problems farmers need to
carefully reconsider their
weed management practices,
even for paddocks where re-
sistance is not yet apparent.
RIM is a computer package
developed by researchers at
the University of Western
Australia and AgWA that al-
lows farmers to try many dif-
ferent combinations of weed
treatments and observe their
predicted impacts on rye-
grass populations, yields and
economic outcomes.

A wide variety of chemical
and non-chemical weed
treatment options are in-
cluded, so that as chemicals
are lost to herbicide resis-
tance, the next best substitute
can be identified.

RIM can help farmers to
tackle questions such as; how
much income could I lose if
resistance develops? Which
combination of strategies
provide the best overall man-
agement system once resis-
tance is present? Is it eco-
nomically viable to maintain
a continuous cropping rota-
tion once resistance has de-
veloped?

For further information,
please contact: WA Herbi-
cide Resistance Initiative,
UWA, ph: 9380 7870, or
Vanessa Stewart, AGWEST,
Merredin, phone: 9081 3111.

1999/00 Pool Harvest Remaining
Indicator Advance per Equity
tonne
Lupins $150-155 $118 $28
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