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would have to be apportioned to both noodle 
wheat and ASW pools. 

Expanding the area sown to noodle wheat 

The Australian Wheat Board favours an 
expansion of the area sown to noodle wheat 
and sowings of these varieties in other suitable 
areas. The Board is particularly keen for noodle 
wheats to again be grown in the Albany port 
zone. Some years ago, when Gamenya was 
grown widely in this zone, substantial quanti
ties of wheat for Japan were shipped from 
Albany. However, increased production in 
southern areas depends on the development of 
new, higher yielding noodle wheat varieties. 

Weather damaged wheat is unacceptable for 
noodle manufacture. For this reason some 
south coastal areas would not be favoured for 
the production of this wheat class. 

Attention to quality 

Excellence in quality should be the permanent 
aim for the noodle wheat segregation. This will 
need a continuing emphasis on quality in the 
breeding of new varieties and the enforcement 
of strict standards in determining their accepta
bility for the noodle wheat class. 

Quality research will also have an important 
role. Wheat breeders need further information 
on the important quality requirements for 
noodles. New methods must be developed to 
select for these requirements at early stages in 
the breeding programme. The effects of envi
ronment and agronomic practices on quality 
are also important research areas. 

Some dried Japanese noodles and their packets. From left in order 
of increasing width are: somen, hiyamugi, udon and kishimen. 

Wheat varieties giving improved noodle colour 
must be developed. When Eradu was released 
it was thought that the whiteness of its flour 
would be a distinct advantage over the slight 
yellowness of Gamenya for the manufacture of 
white noodles. But as the level of Gamenya 
declined and varieties such as Eradu became 
more prominent, a change toward whiter 
noodles was noticed in Japan. This change was 
seen to be adverse, because the Japanese 
consumer had come to associate a creamy 
colour (due to the slight yellowness of 
Gamenya) with high quality. The opinion has 
also been expressed that extreme whiteness is 
not wanted because this may be associated 
with the use of bleaching agents, which is 
viewed unfavourably in Japan. 

Conclusion 

The timely introduction of the noodle wheat 
segregation has ensured that Western Australia 
will continue to supply high quality noodle 
wheat to Japan and, once production is in
creased, take advantage or other noodle wheat 
markets which are likely to develop. 

However, further developments are needed in 
noodle wheat segregation, marketing, wheat 
breeding and quality research to ensure that 
Western Australia maintains, in the long-term, 
its reputation as the world's leading supplier of 
wheat for Japanese noodles. 
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