










Ian and Bev Lynch in 
one of the plantations 
on their farm. Photo: 

Greening Australia. 

Water harvesting 

Seepage interceptor drains were planned and 
surveyed by the Department of Agriculture on 
the upper slopes of the farm. 

The grader-built drains were designed to 
protect the steeper slopes from the risk of 
erosion during cropping, to reduce the loss of 
production from waterlogging, and to convey 
safely this good quality water to large dams for 
storage. 

Some of this stored water is used to irrigate a 
highly productive cherry orchard. The two-
hectare orchard was established in 1980, and in 
its sixth year had a gross return of $45,000. 

Surplus water ensures that adequate supplies 
are available for livestock during dry years. 

Improved production and greater reserves of 
quality water than they had in the past have 
convinced Ian and Bev Lynch of the benefits of 
this type of drainage. 

More trees 

From 1988 to 1990, another 49,000 eucalyptus 
trees suitable for wood chipping and timber 
production were planted on Wilgi Creek.The 
eucalypt species grown include: E. globulus 
(Tasmanian bluegum), E. saligna (Sydney 
bluegum), E. maculata (spotted gum), 

£ muelleriana (yellow stringybark), E. 
camaldulensis (river red gum), E. botryoides 
(false mahogany) and E. grandis (rose gum). 

About 25 species of eucalypts have been 
planted. Electric fencing has been used exten­
sively to exclude livestock. 

The plan is to harvest the trees in the future, 
with the exception of those needed for shade, 
shelter and soil conservation purposes. Spe­
cies such as E. globulus should coppice and be 
suitable for subsequent reharvesting. Q 

WILGI CREEK AWARDS 

1991 -John Deere, Gallagher Power Fence Sys­
tems, Elders Pastoral -Winner, Western Aus­
tralian Landcare Manager of the Year Award 
(for excellence in land conservation) 

1989 - Elders Weekly, Regional Winner, Land 
Manager Competition 

1988 - Greening Australia, John Tonkin Tree 
Award (for contributions to tree planting and 
practices) 

1987 - Greening Australia, Merit Award 

The conservation and production results have 
been a catalyst to many other landholders in 
the region to tackle land degradation prob­
lems, particularly by planting trees. 
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