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year hens for breeding stock and by the 
reduction of all "pearly eye" and "fowl 
paralysis" cases, resistant flocks may be 
built up. However, it is frequently difficult 
to apply this principle in practise since the 
old birds are often out of production when 
eggs most required for incubation and it 
becomes necessary to rely upon the pullet 
flock. 

2. Hygienic Measures. — Since young 
birds are most susceptible during the first 
weeks of life it is of the utmost importance 
that they should be protected from infec
tion during this period and that they 
should not be allowed access to yards which 
have been occupied by adult birds. 

SUMMARY 
leucosis is a disease which 

loss every 
1. Fowl 

causes considerable financial 
year to poultry farmers as the disease 
principally affects laying birds. 

2. The disease is a complex one because 
a single cause (the virus) gives rise to five 
separate clinical forms of the disease. 

These are:— 
(a) Visceral leucosis (big liver disease) 

where cancerous tumours occur in 
various organs. 

(b) Neural leucosis (fowl paralysis). 
(c) Ocular leucosis (pearly eye 

disease). 
(d) Osteopetrotic leucosis (thick leg 

disease). 
(e) Erythroblastosis and Granuloblas-

tosis (wasting anaemia). 
All these forms occur quite frequently 

(with the exception of "thick leg disease") 
and several types may occur simul
taneously in the same flock. In Western 
Australia the visceral type is the common
est manifestation of the disease. 

3. The disease may be controlled by:— 
(a) Using resistant strains. 
(b) Avoiding pullet-bred stock. 
(c) Hygienic measures. 

4. Treatment is of no avail and should 
never be attempted. All affected birds 
should be destroyed as soon as they are 
recognised. 
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