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CRUTCHING 
This operation is not only necessary for 

the control of fly strike but also to enable 
the newly-born lamb to have ready access 
to the udder. It should be carried out pre­
ferably about four to six weeks before 
lambing is expected to commence. The 
ewe should be handled with care. Rough 
treatment could result in lambing troubles 
particularly malpresentation and pre­
mature birth. Crutching may be done 

weeks old and if possible not later than 
four weeks. The older the lamb the greater 
is the check in growth from shock and 
loss of blood. Usually two or three mark­
ings are necessary according to the dura­
tion of the lambing period. 

The operation should be carried out in 
fine weather and should be performed 
quickly and hygienically. It is essential 
to commence with sterilised instruments 
and to sterilise them at frequent intervals. 
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Fig. 2.—Ample reserves 
of hay should be pro­
vided for the autumn-

early winter period 

somewhat closer to lambing if circum­
stances make this unavoidable but ex­
treme care is necessary. 

LAMBING TIME 
After crutching, the ewes should be put 

into fresh paddocks specially reserved for 
the purpose, particularly as they should 
be drenched for worms at this time. If 
these paddocks are reasonably handy, 
inspection of the flocks can be carried out 
more readily and with the minimum of 
travel. Inspections should be made at least 
daily before lambing commences and 
whilst lambing, twice daily inspections are 
desirable. Plenty of attention at this time 
can reduce losses of both ewes and lambs. 
With lack of attention these can be con­
siderable. 

LAMB MARKING 
These operations should be done early, 

preferably when the lamb is about two 

A 5 per cent, solution of lysol or dettol 
(1 oz. to 1 pint of water) is suitable for 
the purpose. Marking should not be done 
in permanent yards but in the paddock in 
temporary yards in order to minimise the 
possibility of infection of the wounds by 
tetanus and other organisms. 

It is often preferred to separate the 
lambs from the ewes and put the ewes 
back into the paddock. As the lambs are 
treated they can then be put quietly down 
outside the yards to be mothered. The 
work should cease early enough to ensure 
that all lambs are mothered by nightfall. 

No antiseptic need be applied to the 
wounds. Healing will take place more 
readily and with less trouble without it. 

Several methods of castrating and dock­
ing are in use, including the knife, con­
stricting rubber rings, crushing type 
pincers and hot iron. Investigations have 
shown that the other methods have no 
advantage over the knife in degrees of 
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