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When wild oats become as dense as
they are on the right it is often neces-
sary to consider the use of herbicides.
This treatment is not always economical
where the wheat crop does not have the
potential to yield highly

® Crop vigour and potential yield can
be improved by sowing early-maturing
varieties at a shallower depth and at
a higher rate of seeding than normal.
This will lessen the end-of-season
stress caused by retarded growth
resulting from weed competition.
Shallow-sown crops tend to emerge
quicker and grow more strongly when
faced with weed competition. At
least 60 1b. of wheat per acre is sug-
gested where the weed problem is
likely to be severe.
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® The most important factor to con-

sider is the ability of the crop to com-
pete with wild oats which survive the
presowing cultural treatments. If it
is anticipated that the crop will be
high yielding, herbicide treatment
should be considered. This treatment
is unlikely to give an economical re-
turn in a low-yielding crop, although
some advantage will be obtained in
future years from the reduction of
wild oat seed set.
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