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shelter of a shed or tree as exposure to 
sun damages the pelt. (See illustration.) 

Do not leave the skins hanging too long. 
About two weeks is all that is necessary 
in summer. Over-long hanging results in 
the skins losing weight and becoming dry 
and crackly. On the other hand the skin 
must be thoroughly dry before it is packed 
for transhipment to the broker. It is 
important to check that the points are dry. 

Larva of the hide beetle (line beside drawing indicates true 
size} 

The skin can be treated with insecticide 
before it is thoroughly dry. While arsenic 
is the suggested treatment, do not use 
straight sheep dip powder as it damages 
the fleece, and buyers cannot see the 
surface of the pelt through the powder. 
In solution the sheep dip can be sprayed 
or painted on to the skin side using a con
centration of about 2 per cent. Arsenic 
trioxide weedkiller has been used effec
tively at the rate of 1 gallon of Arzeen to 
44 gallons of water. For successful control 
particular care must be taken to apply the 
solution heavily around the ears, legs, and 
tail flap, and where the edges of the skin 
fold in as beetle damage mostly starts in 
such places. 

Diazinon would provide efficient though 
expensive protection used either as a spray 
or dip at 0.5 per cent, (one gallon of 20 
per cent, diazinon emulsion concentrate 
at 40 gallons of water). 

Once the skin has been treated and is 
dry it can be stacked, wool side down. It 
is a good idea to move the stack of skins 
once a week and re-stack them in the 
reverse order. 

Larval stages of beetles when mature 
tend to migrate from their food supply to 
pupate in cracks and crevices of buildings. 
It is useful to apply a residual spray to 
building structures to reduce the general 
level of beetles. Such treatment will also 
give fly control. Keep the area where the 
skins are stored free of litter and debris 
which can provide a breeding ground for 
these pests. 

Adult of the hide beetle (line beside drawing indicates true 
size) 

Packing 
Skins should not be folded down the 

middle, but packed flat in bundles. They 
should be packed in pairs with the flesh 
sides facing and the bellies slightly folded 
over to keep the pack as square as possible. 
Three battens can be laid on the top and 
bottom of the pack and three double 
strands of wire pulled round the pack to 
hold the skins together. 

Finally transport the skins to the 
merchants in clean motor or rail trucks. 
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