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indication of the relative popularity of
those sires. Of particular note is the in-
creasing population of the Border Leicester,
Dorset Horn and Suffolk comparative to the
relatively static figures for Southdowns
since 1962.

Also of particular interest is the marked
increase in the dual purpose Corriedale and
Polwarth breeds.

In Westen Australia the evidence avail-
able indicates that consumption of lamb
per head is unlikely to increase signifi-
cantly as it is already at a high level. Thus
future growth in demand for lamb is

expected to result mainly from population
increase and not from increased consump-
tion per head.

It is difficult to predict the future for
export of prime lamb. On current market
trends it would appear as though only 5
to 10 per cent. of the State’s total prime
lamb production will find its way to over-
seas markets.

However, if the rapid growth of the
State’s sheep numbers and lamb produc-
tion continues exports will probably in-
crease beyond this level.

Table 3.—Prime lamb sires in Western Australia

Year ended 3lst March

Breed :
1956 1959 1962 1965 } 1968

| |

| |
South Down 6,924 8,662 10517 | 17z 11,773
Border Leicester 2,019 2,874 3,668 4959 10,880
Dorset Horn 4277 7,035 9,027 9,482 10,812
Romney Marsh 3,438 5,180 4,466 3,892 5177
Suffolk . 539 969 1,501 2,208 2,800
English Leicester 714 763 474 472 452
Shropshire 538 601 616 508 410
Cheviot 20 517 390 361
Corriedale 8,442 9,911 9,362 11,779 22,480
Polwarth 75 | 216 691 2,552 4,259

|

Source: Commonwealth

Bureau of Census and Statistics.
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