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devise a treatment to allow a single appli
cation. A mixture of 1 lb. of Vorox AA plus 
1 lb. of 2,4-D per acre has been shown to 
be effective. This treatment kills practic
ally all annual weeds present so that any 
surviving noxious weeds or later germinat
ing plants are readily seen. Where it is 
desired to leave grasses on the treated 
area, linuron can be used in place of 
Vorox AA. 

This treatment has proved so effective 
that it is now standard practice for all 
roadside spraying in Western Australia. 
Workers in other States are interested in 
this development and have begun to test 
it under their own conditions. 

Seed dormancy trials 

A detailed research programme has been 
started to investigate the dormancy of the 
seed of Cape tulip, Paterson's curse, 
saffron thistle, Bathurst burr and caltrop. 

Factors under investigation include 
depth in the soil, variation between loca
tions, soil temperatures and dormancy 
control mechanisms. 

Such studies are naturally long term, 
but they have already yielded helpful 

information which will influence control 
measures in the future. 

It appears likely that there are a num
ber of varieties of saffron thistle and this 
needs further investigation. 

Two leaved Cape tulip cormils seem to 
have a one year rest period after forma
tion, whereas one leafed Cape tulip seed 
either germinates the year after matura
tion or is rendered non-viable and dis
integrates. 

Current research 

Problems at present under investigation 
include:— 

• Seed dormancy studies on Cape 
tulip, Paterson's curse, saffron 
thistle, Bathurst burr and caltrop. 

• The competitive effects of Cape 
tulip and the effects of spraying 
on pasture. 

• Cultural and chemical control of 
calotropis, and cotton bush. 

• Herbicide trials on blackberry, 
soursob, arum lily, sorghum 
almum, parkinsonia and penny
royal. 
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