














The limited number of outbreaks 
of the floating aquatic weeds water 
hyacinth and salvinia are mainly in 
the Metropolitan area although 
recordings have been made at 
Albany and Harvey. 

The other thirteen weeds in the 
eradication category for all areas 
for which they have been declared 
have been recorded in the agricul
tural areas and the Metropolitan 
area, but the infestations are gener
ally limited in size and number. A 
few infestations of horehound and 
doveweed are fairly large. Many of 
the blackberry infestations recorded 
require only maintenance treatment 
or the areas are kept under obser
vation to prevent re-infestation. 

• Another three weeds, Bathurst 
burr, carnation weed and heliotrope 
are in the eradication category for 
most areas. 

Limited infestations of Bathurst 
burr have been recorded in the 
agricultural areas and they can be 
eradicated. Outbreaks in the 
Eastern Goldfields are such that 
eradication is not possible, but the 
infestations must be controlled as 
far as possible to prevent other 
areas becoming infested. 

Carnation weed is mainly con
fined to the coastal strip of the 
agricultural areas and eradication 
is feasible everywhere except the 
outer metropolitan shires of Rock
ingham and Kwinana where the 
weed should be controlled. 

Heliotrope is declared only for 
the southern part of W.A. and 
eradication is possible in all areas 
except the Eastern Goldfields. The 
nature of some infestations will 
require long-term eradication pro
grammes. 

• Cape tulip, saffron thistle, 
variegated thistle, arum lily, Pater-
son's curse, caltrop and mesquite 
are mainly in other categories than 
eradication, but they can be eradi
cated where there are a few small 
infestations. The control zones con
taining larger infestations of Caps 
tulip, saffron thistle, variegated 
thistle and arum lily are shown in 
Figures 2 to 5. Eradication will be 
implemented for Cape tulip and 
saffron thistle outside the control 
areas shown in Figures 2 and 3, 
apart from the Metropolitan area 

for Cape tulip and some of the pas
toral areas for saffron thistle. Varie
gated thistle and arum lily are in
cluded in the eradication category 
for all areas except those shown as 
control in Figures 4 and 5. 

The eradication area for Pater-
son's curse is shown in Figure 1 
and includes the south west and 
south coastal regions and the Espe-
rance, Ravensthorpe and Dundas 
Shires. Caltrop is included in eradi
cation for the Albany, Bunbury and 
the Esperance weed control regions, 
excluding the Norseman townsite. 

Mesquite is mainly a weed of 
pastoral areas and is included in the 
control category for the North-West 
and eradication elsewhere. Mes
quite can be eradicated if plants are 
found in pastoral areas outside the 
North-West. 

Many of the weeds listed in the 
first two groups could become 
serious pests but they can be elimi
nated now at a minimum of cost 
before they become firmly establish
ed. Widely varying environmental 
conditions will affect the signifi
cance of these weeds in different 
parts of the State. Eradication in 
areas where a weed appears rela
tively unimportant will prevent 
spread of seeds to areas where the 
weed may thrive. Considerable 
community protection will be 
achieved by limiting Cape tulip 
and the other weeds in the third 
group to their present boundaries 
and preventing establishment in 
other areas where the weed may 
grow or adapt. 

Control 
Cape tulip, saffron thistle, varie
gated thistle, arum lily, Paterson's 
curse, caltrop and mesquite are the 
main weeds of the control category 
and exist in well defined areas. 
They have been placed in the con
trol category in districts where the 
outbreaks have reached serious 
proportions. 

Mesquite is in the control cate
gory for the North-West and cal
trop for all the southern part of 
the State except the Albany and 
Bunbury regions and in the pastoral 
areas. The control zones for Pater
son's curse, Cape tulip, saffron 
thistle, variegated thistle and arum 

lily are shown in Figures 1 to 5. 
Where infestations are severe 
farmers will be encouraged to start 
management programmes which 
will progressively reduce the in
festations over an extended period 
and will be advised on measures to 
prevent spread. Many properties 
have small infestations and farmers 
will benefit if these are fully con
trolled and prevented from spread
ing. Control of these small infes
tations will be an important part 
of management programmes. 

Bathurst burr in the Eastern 
Goldfields and carnation weed in 
the Rockingham and Kwinana 
Shires have been placed in the con
trol category because of the nature 
of the infestations. 

Containment 
Soursob and calotropis are in the 
containment category to confine 
present infestations. 

Opinions vary on the need to 
control Paterson's curse. To meet 
the needs of the community, the 
weed has been placed in the con
tainment category where local 
opinion favours this. Containment 
zones are shown in Figure 1. 

Containment will also apply to 
a number of weeds in specific 
situations: heliotrope, caltrop and 
Paterson's curse in pastoral areas 
south of the 26th parallel; saffron 
thistle for most of the pastoral area; 
Cape tulip and Paterson's curse for 
the Metropolitan area. 

Ultimately the responsibility for 
noxious weed control rests with the 
people engaged in primary indus
tries. By co-operation with Agricul
ture Protection Board weed control 
staff, landholders can ensure that 
the agricultural and pastoral indus
tries have the maximum possible 
protection from costly weeds. 

The Agriculture Protection 
Board has designed its weed policy 
to give the maximum of assistance 
to landholders. The introduction 
and movement of potentially 
serious weeds is being controlled, 
and outbreaks of skeleton weed and 
other weeds have been eradicated 
before they became firmly estab
lished. At the same time, the man
agement of certain weeds has been 
tailored to suit farming operations. 
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