






clover was not usually necessary on un-
fallowed land but fallowed plots carried 
only a very sparse stand for at least the 
first year. 

MORE GRAZING WITHOUT FALLOW 
On clover ley farms working on a four 

to five year rotation, bare fallowing for 
cereal crops restricts the pasture area, and 
therefore the stock carrying capacity, by 
some 20 to 25 per cent. 

Loss in stock production is further 
accentuated in many areas by the com­
paratively slow regain of pastures after a 
crop with fallow. 

On properties with rising stock num­
bers and increasing demand for pastures 
to support them any benefit from fallow­
ing would thus need to be very large to 
support such losses. In many cases the 
decision to eliminate fallow has been 
made on the assumption that increased 
grazing would compensate for any de­
crease in crop yields. 

Some farmers, reluctant to accept the 
possibility of decreased crop yields, have 
felt a middle course to be desirable. They 
have tried a technique which amounts to 
a "semi fallow"—ripping the land in July 
or August with widely spaced, narrow 
gauge cultivator points so that the pasture 
is only partially destroyed. With this 
method some grazing is provided while the 
land receives a partial working in prepara­
tion for sowing the crop. 

In the light of present experience it 
appears that semi-fallow methods are 
unlikely to boost crop yields above the 
level likely to be obtained with no fallow 
cultivations at all. Nor will this practice 
eliminate the necessity for thorough 
autumn preparation. The overall out­
come therefore is a loss of grazing and 
negligible compensatory gain in crop yield. 

CONCLUSION 
The disabilities of bare fallowing for 

crops on clover ley include:— 
• Time and expense involved in its 

preparation. 
• Losses in stock production. 
• Undesirable effects on soil properties. 
These factors, and the fact that no 

yield increases are likely to result from 

fallow in the medium rainfall areas, pro­
vide strong reasons for the elimination of 
fallow on clover ley farms. 

Recent trials on clover ley land have 
shown that:— 

• The yield of cereal crops grown with­
out fallow is generally equal to that of 
crops on fallowed land. 

• Strict attention to soil preparation is 
necessary on unfallowed land. Best 
results have been obtained by initially 
breaking up the land with a mould-
board or disc plough rather than a 
scarifier. 

• On unfallowed land a delay of one or 
two weeks between initial ploughing 
and sowing is not detrimental and 
often results in increased yields. Early 
planting is necessary on fallowed land. 

• In seasons which favour pests and 
diseases such as webworm and root rots, 
wheat crops sown without fallow on 
clover ley are prone to damage. How­
ever, webworm can be controlled by 
chemical means and the incidence of 
root rot is variable. The trials indicate 
that in most areas loss in yield from 
these effects is not great enough to 
warrant the use of fallow for control. 

• Better pasture regeneration occurs 
after a crop sown without fallow. In 
such places as the Chapman Research 
Station it is unnecessary to resow sub­
terranean clover after a crop on un­
fallowed clover ley, whereas regenera­
tion on fallowed land is poor. 
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M A C H I N E R Y , HAY, 

S H E A R I N G A N D 

V E R M I N P R O O F 

S H E D S 

Bouchers steel f rame 
buildings • Easy to 
erect • Easy to ex­
tend • Low prices 
due to standard com­
ponents. 

write, giving the type & size of shed you want, leave the rest to Bouchers 
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SULPHATE OF AMMONIA 
The World's Most Popular Nitrogenous Fertilizer — is IDEAL for use 
"straight," or in well-balanced mixed fertilizers for all crops. It is 
entirely safe and its continued and increasing use over a long period in 
Australia, has made 

SULPHATE OF AMMONIA 
a powerful influence towards MORE PROFITABLE primary production. 

SULPHATE OF AMMONIA 
is made in Australia, and is distributed by all major fertilizer companies 
or their agents. 

Use "straight" SULPHATE OF AMMONIA with confidence, and see 
that all mixed fertilizers you buy contain adequate nitrogen as Sulphate 
of Ammonia. 
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