








A fungal disease of pears—pear scab— 
can become very troublesome in the tree's 
mature years if allowed to establish itself 
early. 

Control measures for all pests and 
diseases of fruit trees will be found in 
Department of Agriculture Bulletin 2787. 

Fertiliser Requirements 
In the case of young apple and pear 

trees planted on good orchard loams there 
appears to be little need for using any 
fertiliser in the planting hole. 

There is also a distinct risk of fertiliser 
injury to the root system of the young 
tree. This can occur with both organic 
and inorganic fertiliser, particularly if 
they come in contact with the roots. 

A light dressing of nitrogenous manure 
during the first year is all that is 
necessary. 

On poor sandy and gravelly soils how­
ever the trees will benefit from the addi­
tion of a mixed fertiliser but here again 
it must be kept out of contact with the 
roots. It is best to dig a wide hole and 
place the fertiliser in a ring well out from 
the roots. 

Young citrus trees appear to require 
nitrogen more than other trees and this 
should be included in any fertiliser 
programme. 

A good cover of annuals should be en­
couraged in the winter with special 
emphasis on clover or lupin cover crops. 

Cultivation Methods 
The aim of cultivation should be to 

suppress all competing weeds in early 
spring, with the least possible disturbance 
of the soil. 

It must be emphasised that bad cultiva­
tion, that is, cultivation which is too deep 
or too close to the tree, can only result in 
injury to the young root system, with 
consequent set back to the tree. 

Summer Pruning 
Summer pruning of young trees should 

be kept to a minimum and only aim at 
suppressing unwanted shoots by means of 
"pinching" out, so giving preference to 
selected leaders. 

Pinching out should be done early in 
December, before the misplaced shoots 

The effect of the trunk guard In maintaining the bark 
in a green healthy condition is shown by the change in 
colour of the bark above the section of the trunk 

protected by the guard 

have made much growth; late summer 
pruning has little helpful effect on the 
tres growth. 

Vermin Trouble 
Although rabbits may be rare, it must 

be remembered that only one or two 
rabbits can do irreparable damage to 
young trees by ringbarking them. 

Measures must be taken against this 
pest before damage occurs. This includes 
rabbit proof netting of the orchard area 
and keeping trunks covered with a pro­
tective shield such as is recommended for 
young trees. 

Older trees are less liable to serious 
damage than newly planted ones but 
rabbit proofing of the orchard is essential 
in most circumstances. 

Time and effort spent in caring for 
young trees will be more than repaid in 
later years in better tree growth and better 
crops. 
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STOCK 
ENCLOSURES 

made easy with 

DOWNEE 
PRESSED STEEL RAIL FITTINGS 

Cut costs by specifying DOWNEE pressed steel fittings for the 
erection of: cowshed and milking stalls, cattle pens, abattoirs, 
warehouse and storage sheds, workshop fittings, etc., etc. Downee 
does away with the old fashioned and unsatisfactory method of 
screw joints and welding, which are more subject to corrosion. 

Downee fittings are manufactured from high quality steel to 
standard gas and water pipe sizes. Being galvanised they are 
suitable for permanent outdoor use. Structures made with 
Downee can be dismantled and the pipes and fittings re-used 
for other purposes. For full details contact McPhersons. 

From your local storekeeper or 
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SUPPLIERS TO INDUSTRY SINCE I860 

532 MURRAY ST., PERTH. PHONE 21 9711. 
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