












TABLE 2B 
Location—Quairading. Property of 

A. K. Richards. 
Sheep—417, 4-tooth to full-mouth 

Bungaree type ewes. 
Mated—Mid-November, 1960, to mid 

January, 1961. 
Lambed—Mid-April onwards. 
Flushed by transferring to a trash-

sown oat crop that had been 
grazed hard during winter. 

Control group remained on ordinary 
pasture. 

Ewes present at mating time 
Mean body condition score 

before flushing 

Mean body condition 
a t end of flushing 

score 

Flushed. 
213 
2.6 

(store to 
forward 
store) 

3.5 
(forward 
store to 

fat) 
256 
38 

218 
102 

Control. 
214 
2.6 

(store to 
forward 

store) 
2.0 

(store) 

195 
9 

186 
87 

Lambs born 
Lamb carcases 
Lambs surviving 
Lambs marked, percentage . 

Signif icance of Resul ts 
See Table 2c. 

TABLE 2C 
Location—Quairading. Property of 

A. K. Richards. 
Sheep—418, 4-tooth to full-mouth 

Bungaree type ewes. 
Mated—Mid-January, 1961, to late 

March, 1961. 
Lambed—Mid-June, 1961, onwards. 
Flushed group moved into 400 acres of 

oat stubble with some patches un-
stripped, in early-January. 

Control group kept on normal pastures. 

Ewes present at mating time 
Mean body condition score 

before flushing 

Mean body condition 
at end of flushing 

score 

Lambs born 
Lamb carcases 
Lambs surviving 
Lambs marked, percentage 

Flushed. 
213 
2.4 

(store to 
forward 
store) 

2.74 
(store to 
forward 
store) 

251 
40 

211 
99 

Control. 
214 
2.4 

(store to 
forward 

store) 
2.33 

(store to 
forward 

store) 
214 

24 
190 
89 

Significance of Results 
Assuming that there were about 25 dry 

ewes per group, and considering the two 
experiments together (Tables 2b and 2c), 
there were significantly more twin preg­
nancies in the flushed groups than in the 
control groups (x! = 78.7, p/0.001). 

TABLE 2D 
Location—Quairading. Property of 

A. S. R. Ward. 
Sheep—627 mixed-age Merino ewes. 
Mated—Mid-November, 1960, to late 

January 1961. 
Lambed—Mid-April onwards. 
Flushed group moved into a mown-

and-left trash-sown grazing oats 
crop, in early November. 

Control group kept on normal farm 
pastures. 

Flushed. Control. 
Ewes present at mating time 
Mean body condition score 

in fifth week of mating 

Lambs born 
Lamb carcases 
Lambs surviving 
Lambs marked, percentage 

314 
1.57 

•back­
ward 

store to 
store) 
238 

14 
224 
71.5 

313 
1.34 

(back­
ward 

store to 
store) 

220 
22 

198 
63 

Significance of Results 
The difference in percentage lamb drop 

was statistically non-significant. 

TABLE 3A 
Location—Avondale Research Station, 

Beverley. 
Sheep—360 Border Leicester x Merino 

crossbred ewes, 4-tooth to full-
mouth, reduced to store condition 
before the experiment began. 

Mated—3rd January, 1961, to mid-
March, 1961. 

Lambed—June, 1961. 
Flushed group moved to good pasture 

mid-December and fed grain, 1 lb. 
per head per day for eight weeks. 
Gained weight rapidly. 

Control group moved to partly grazed-
out pasture in mid-December. 
Gained weight. 

Underfed group remained on eaten-
out pasture and lost weight. 

695 

Journal of Agriculture Vol 3 No 9, 1962



Flushed. Control. Under-

Ewes present at mat ing 
Twin pregnancies 
Single pregnancies 
Empty ewes 
Lambs b o m 
Lambs marked, percentage 

t ime 120 
26 
82 
12 

133 
100 

120 
16 

103 
1 

135 
100 

fed 
120 

16 
83 
21 

113 
88 

Significance of Results 
There were fewer empty ewes in the con­

trol group (p/0.01). Other differences 
were not significant. 

TABLE 3B 
Location—Avondale Research Station, 

Beverley. 
Sheep—360 mixed-age Border Leicester 

x Merino ewes, brought down in 
condition before the experiment 
began. One hundred and twenty 
ewes in the best condition were 
allocated to the "well fed through­
out" group and the remaining 240 
ewes were randomised into two 
groups, of which one was flushed 
by hand-feeding on good pasture, 
and the other was poorly fed 
throughout. 

Mated—Early January, 1962, to mid-
March, 1962. 

Lambed—June-July, 1962. 
Well Fed. Flushed. Poorly 

Ewes 
Lambs born .... 
Twin pregnancies 

Through­
out . 

120 
109 

12 

120 
111 

12 

Fed 
Through­

out. 
120 
108 

13 

Significance of Results 
There were no apparent 

between the three groups. 

TABLE 4A 

differences 

Cost Analysis, Wongan Hills Experiment 
(Table 2a) 

Cost of Flushing 164 Ewes— 
2i tons sheepnuts 
Feeding out over 8 weeks 

Total 

Less estimated value of extra wool 
Nett cost of flushing 164 ewes 
Number of extra lambs from 164 

flushed ewes 
Nett cost per extra lamb 

£75 
£5 

£80 

£25 
£55 

24 
£2 5 10 

TABLE 4B 

Forecast of Costs and Returns of Flushing under 
Typical Wheatbelt Conditions 

Cost of Flushing Per 100 E w e s — 
Grain, 30 lb. per ewe 
Feeding out over 8 weeks 

Total cost 

Less value of extra wool produced 
Nett cost of flushing per 100 ewes 
Number of extra lambs from 100 

ewes—between 5 and 20. 
Cost per extra lamb—between £1 

and £4. 

£25 
£5 

£30 

£10 
£20 
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