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IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER
This document has been obtained from DAFWA’s research library website
(researchlibrary.agric.wa.gov.au) which hosts DAFWA’s archival research publications. Although
reasonable care was taken to make the information in the document accurate at the time it was first
published, DAFWA does not make any representations or warranties about its accuracy, reliability,
currency, completeness or suitability for any particular purpose. It may be out of date, inaccurate or
misleading or conflict with current laws, polices or practices. DAFWA has not reviewed or revised the
information before making the document available from its research library website. Before using the
information, you should carefully evaluate its accuracy, currency, completeness and relevance for your
purposes. We recommend you also search for more recent information on DAFWA’s research library
website, DAFWA’s main website (https://www.agric.wa.gov.au) and other appropriate websites and
sources.
Information in, or referred to in, documents on DAFWA’s research library website is not tailored to the
circumstances of individual farms, people or businesses, and does not constitute legal, business,
scientific, agricultural or farm management advice. We recommend before making any significant
decisions, you obtain advice from appropriate professionals who have taken into account your individual
circumstances and objectives.
The Chief Executive Officer of the Department of Agriculture and Food and the State of Western
Australia and their employees and agents (collectively and individually referred to below as DAFWA)
accept no liability whatsoever, by reason of negligence or otherwise, arising from any use or release of
information in, or referred to in, this document, or any error, inaccuracy or omission in the information.

WEED CONTROL

A HERBICIDE FOR NATIVE POISON PLANTS
THE usual method
and b u r n i n g . T h e
the g e r m i n a t i o n of
condition f o r many

of k i l l i n g poison plants is by a programme of ploughing, cropping
burning not only destroys a proportion of the plants, but stimulates
d o r m a n t seeds, which otherwise would remain in the soil in a viable
years.

Following the initial burning and ploughing, a cereal crop will provide straw for
a second f i r e .
W i t h heavily infested areas it is usual to sow two cereal crops along w i t h a
ploughing each t i m e .
Pasture species can be sown with the second crop and in this
way no time is lost in developing the land.
Areas which cannot be handled by cropping and burning, such as rocky outcrops
and along fence lines, can be controlled by spraying with a solution containing 2,4,5-T.
A suitable m i x t u r e is made by dissolving one f l u i d ounce of 40 per cent. 2,4,5-T in one
gallon of water. This solution should be applied as a high volume spray to both the
leaves and stems.
Best results are obtained if the spraying is undertaken just before the flowering
stage, which is usually towards the end of August.
The a d d i t i o n o f a small quantity of wetting agent to the solution helps the
chemical stick t o the leaf. 2,4,5-T is not h a r m f u l to animals but it should be remembered
that the poison plants remain toxic after they are killed.
The spray t r e a t m e n t is usually too costly for large areas and should only be
considered where it is not possible to apply other control measures.
2,4,5-T is available f r o m f i r m s which distribute agricultural chemicals.
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